
Épernay, October 5, 2026

82 years after the Liberation of Épernay, the children of an American soldier 
rediscover their father’s trace in the cellars of Champagne Gosset.

After several years of investigation, a name carved into the chalk of the 
Champagne Gosset cellars finally has a face: that of Frank Jurczak, a 20-year-old 

American soldier who left his signature there in 1944. 
On October 5, 2026, his children Susan and Richard in turn discover the trace 

their father left 82 years earlier.

Monday, October 5, 2026: Richard Jurczak and his sister Susan Carlson, accompanied 
by their spouses and children, discover with emotion the graffiti carved by their 
father and grandfather in the Champagne Gosset cellars on  December 16, 1944.

« F. JURCZAK, CONN., USA, DEC 16, 1944 », 
Gosset cellars

The story begins at the end of the Second World War. The city of Épernay was 
liberated in August 1944 by the U.S. Army’s 7th Armored Division, commanded 
by General Patton. Sergeant Frank Stanley Jurczak, then 20 years old, was in 
Champagne with his unit, the 129th Ordnance Bomb Disposal Squad, tasked with 
bomb disposal and the neutralization of explosives.

During his stay, he carved into the chalk of Champagne cellars dating from 
the 19th century, near other graffiti from the First World War depicting a 
bayonet, Eiffel Towers and flags, the inscription “F. JURCZAK, CONN., USA, 
DEC 16 1944”. The date, the mention “USA” and the reference to the State of 
Connecticut leave no doubt as to the writer’s origins. Yet the soldier’s identity 
and story remained unknown… until now.



From 1944 to 2023, “Jurczak” was simply a name carved into the 
chalk.  In 2026, it has a face again.

In 2021, as part of its mission to preserve and pass on its expertise and heritage, 
Champagne Gosset called on historians to reconstruct the history of the historic 
Épernay estate, where it has been based since 2009, and to catalogue, decipher 
and date the hundreds of graffiti inscribed on the walls of its 1.7 km of cellars.

These are historical traces of life in the cellars and witnesses to the Great 
History unfolding above ground: Pickelhaube helmets and dates from the 1870s; 
echoes of the Great War, with French soldiers known as Poilus carving their 
names, dates of birth or service numbers; traces of Champagne production and 
cellar work (bottle counts, drawings of riddling racks, bunches of grapes, 
glasses…); and numerous names, including “Jurczak”, as the Maison’s employees 
call it, and the area they refer to as “the American’s cellar”. The research 
initially proved unsuccessful.

Poilu, First World War,
Gosset cellars

In October 2023, a stroke of luck sets the investigation in motion and ultimately 
leads to the soldier’s full identity. A few months earlier, American visitors had 
already mentioned that they came from Connecticut and that the surname Jurczak 
was relatively common there, reviving hope of finding a lead.

Then, a group of American visitors from New Orleans, accompanied by a couple 
of wine merchants who are great enthusiasts of Champagne Gosset, which they 
distribute locally (Jane Cooper and Bob Heaps – Grande Krewe), opens the way 
to a possible solution. On arriving in the “American’s cellar”, Nathalie Dufour, 
Hospitality Manager and responsible for welcoming VIPs and professionals at 
Champagne Gosset, explains that despite the research already undertaken, no 
information had been found about the soldier.

One of the group’s members, Brian Ace, then explains that New Orleans is home to 
a museum dedicated to the Second World War, which provides access to a database 
of American soldiers and whose Director happens to be a friend of his. Nathalie 
and Bob agree that, once back home, he will carry out further research.



The commemorative plaque unveiled on October 5, 2026

The news comes on January 5, 2024: Brian Ace has found the son of the 
graffiti’s author. Bob writes to Nathalie: “It is Richard Jurczak (…), his father, 
Frank Jurczak, originally from New Britain, Connecticut, was in France at that 
time. (…) He sent me a message this morning to tell me that he had just realized 
that December 16 was his father’s birthday. Thank you for preserving this unique 
testimony to American history.”

On Monday, October 5, a commemorative plaque is unveiled by Richard Jurczak 
and Susan Carlson, with a special thought for their brother Frank Junior, who 
passed away far too soon. It will be installed in the Gosset cellars near Frank 
Jurczak’s graffiti.

About Champagne Gosset:

Gosset is the oldest Champagne wine house: it was founded in Aÿ in 1584. One century earlier, 

Jean Gosset was already making still red wines; in 1531, his cellars stood next to those purchased 

by François I in the same village. The Gosset name represents seven centuries of history, and the 

Maison, which has remained family-owned and independent, is the only one to be both a member of 

L’Excellence Française and the holder of the French State’s “Entreprise du Patrimoine Vivant” 

(Living Heritage Company) label. It is part of the Hillsides, Houses and Cellars of Champagne, 

inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List. 

Set within a one-hectare park listed by the city, with a Champagne bar and shaded terrace, 

Champagne Gosset offers cellar tours, tastings and bespoke private events. 

Reservations: accueil@champagne-gosset.com, +33 (0)3 26 56 99 56 or www.champagne-gosset.com 

Press contact: Thibaut Le Mailloux, +33 (0)6 77 74 95 83, tlm@champagne-gosset.com
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